
Opening Speech
By Ambassador V.Pryakhin

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I welcome you at the Roundtable on Human Rights and the Army in Armenia. I would like to thank the representatives of the Ministry of Defence, MFA, Ministry of Justice, National Assembly, Department for National Minorities and Religious Affairs, Prosecutor’s Office, Court of Cassation, the Ombudsman and representatives of Civil Society for coming together on the discussion of this important issue for the Republic of Armenia. By bringing together representatives of government and civil society organizations, OSCE has become and will continue to be an important arena for debate and discussion, aimed at ensuring respect and fulfillment of the commitments made by the OSCE participating States in the field of the human dimension. According to the 1975 Helsinki Final Act of the Conference on Security and Cooperation in Europe, “the participating States will fulfill in good faith their obligations under international law, both those obligations arising from the generally recognized principles and rules of international law and those obligations arising from treaties or other agreements, in conformity with international law, to which they are parties.”
The OSCE Office in Yerevan welcomes the reforms in the Army of the Republic of Armenia. *Democratization of the Army is a logical path toward strengthening the Armed Forces and Security in the Republic of Armenia. 

*Democratization of the Army follows the line of strengthening: 

· human rights and fundamental freedoms of servicemen, conscripts, as well as the personnel of Armed Forces; 
· monitoring the current situation in the Army;

as well as the introduction and correspondence of the institute of alternative service to the internationally accepted standards.

We appreciate all the steps undertaken by the Republic of Armenia in this regard, in comparison with other countries. At the same time, we understand that there is a need for additional steps for the improvement of current indicators. 

Two major issues that will be discussed today are: 
1. Conscientious objectors and alternative service in the army, and

2. Civil society oversight of the armed forces. 
We hope that the result of this roundtable will not only be a comprehensive and productive discussion, but also a revelation of concrete recommendations, elaborated through joint effort and shared responsibility.

As we go through each of the abovementioned topics, we will provide very short and concise presentations, leaving more time for general discussion. 

The first topic will start from an introduction on the situation of conscientious objectors and alternative service in Armenia, followed by a documentary on conscientious objectors in Armenia. Most of the remaining time will be left for a joint discussion, before the coffee break.
The second part, devoted to the issue of civilian oversight of the armed forces, will also start from an introduction, and brief presentations by representatives of Open Society Institute and Armenian Helsinki Committee NGOs, followed by a general discussion. 
Today we also have a guest from OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, human rights adviser Ms. Nina Nordberg. And after the second part we will give the floor to Ms. Nordberg, to present ODIHR plans for the forthcoming regional roundtable on the role of independent complaints mechanisms for the armed forces personnel. 

Ms. Silvia Pogolsa, Human Right Officer of OSCE Office in Yerevan will moderate today’s meeting. But before starting, I will give the floor to the representatives of MFA and MoD for an opening note.

Thank you

