Part 2.

Presentation: Possible Areas of Civil Society oversight of the Armed Forces
By Silvia Pogolsa
Another aspect of the OSCE involvement in supporting the military reform has been the consideration of individual human rights complaints.  For several years the OSCE Office in Yerevan has worked on individual complaints on alleged human rights abuses, including human rights violations in the army.  
For that reason, the office decided to implement a project on Monitoring Human Rights in the Armed Forces in order to obtain more information about human rights standards in the army and to monitor the general conditions and the state of protection of military servicemen’ rights.

The project was launched in 2005 and the report was presented to the Ministry of Defense in March 2006.  In the course of monitoring the Office identified several areas, where problems with human rights violations occur, including:

· the call-up process,
· non-statutory relationships (initiation ordeals), and
· in the sphere of social-economic rights.
According to the Military Prosecutor’s Office, 89 soldiers died during the year 2005, a great majority of which were unrelated to military activities. Over the last several years, human rights violations in the army have become a subject of discussions in international and Armenian human rights reports.  Of course, this can be explained by the closed nature of the military and matters of military concern on one side and by political reality and its perception by the Armenian society on the other side.
The OSCE has a progressive approach to protecting the dignity of the individual.  Human security, in general, and the security of the individual in particular, are seen as the individual and collective responsibility of all participating States. According to the Istanbul Document (1999)-“Non governmental organizations can perform a vital role in the promotion of human rights, democracy and the rule of law.  They are an integral component of a strong civil society.  We pledge ourselves to enhance the ability of NGO’s to make their full contribution to the further development of civil society and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms”.
We welcome NGO activities, including observing compliance with OSCE commitments in the field of the human dimension.

Monitoring of the implementation of human dimension standards is in many situations a particularly challenging and sensitive task. In this respect Republic of Armenia has started taking serious steps towards the compliance with its international commitments. During the past several years, as a result of cooperation between the government and the civil society, two monitoring groups have been established for implementing human rights monitoring activities in Penitentiary Institutions and Police Detention Centers in Armenia. Today we would like to discuss - what could be some of the possible areas of (systematic) civilian oversight in the Army.
Civil society oversight of the armed forces is not only stipulated in Armenia’s international commitments, it is provided by the Constitution of the Republic of Armenia, Article 8.2 of the Foundations of Constitutional Order, stating that “The armed forces shall maintain neutrality in political matters and remain under civilian control.” Armenia’s Commitments under the Individual Partnership Action Plan with NATO (IPAP launched Dec.2005) also emphasize Armenia’s intention to “develop and strengthen democratic control and civilian oversight of its armed forces” through the development of effective and transparent arrangements for the democratic control of defence activities. Another obligation was undertaken by Armenia as a result of ratification of the Optional Protocol to the UN Convention Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (OP-CAT). The protocol obliges to strengthen the protection of persons deprived of their liberty by non-judicial means of preventive nature, based on a mechanism of regular visits to places where people are deprived of their liberty. 
I would now like to give the floor to representatives of civil society to present this issue in more detail. 
Thank you

